Capitol Hill Restoration Society Board Meeting Minutes

Virtual Meeting via Zoom  November 16, 2021

The meeting convened at 6:30 pm via Zoom.
Members Present:  Beth Purcell (Presiding), Nick Alberti, Chuck Burger, Maygene Daniels, Monte Edwards, Beth Hague, Joanna Kendig, Jackie Krieger, Christine Mullins, Undine Nash, Elizabeth Nelson, Gary Peterson, Angie Schmidt, Jim Thackaberry
Absent: Tina May, Karine Semple

President’s report: Beth Purcell

President Beth Purcell reported that the annual fundraising appeal letter will be mailed to members after Thanksgiving.  
She asked that the Board ratify the decision to purchase a one-year subscription to JoinIt membership management software.  The proposal was unanimously approved.
Secretary’s report:  Maygene Daniels 

Minutes of the October 19, 2021, Board meeting were submitted and unanimously approved.
Treasurer’s report:  Nick Alberti
The Treasurer reported that CHRS operating account expenditures were routine during the month.
Preservation Cafés: Christine Mullins
Richard Walker, director of “The Living New Deal” project, presented a Preservation Café, calling in from France, on November 17, 2021.  The recording is available on You Tube.
The following Preservation Café will be in February 2022.

House Tour:  Elizabeth Nelson

Additional walking tours were held on November 13 and 14.  Karine Semple managed registration via EventBrite.  
House Expo:  Chuck Burger

The annual House Expo took place on October 30, 2021, at Eastern Market North Hall.  Chuck Burger proposed that the Saturday following Hilloween be reserved for the 2022 House Expo.
Motion:  CHRS is hereby authorized to hold is annual House Expo at Eastern Market North Hall on Saturday October 29, 2022, or other available date in fall 2022, and to pay the costs to rent the North Hall.   

Moved by Jim Thackaberry, seconded by Chris Mullins.  Passed unanimously.  

Historic Preservation: Joanna Kendig, Jim Thackaberry 
The committee is awaiting further information on historic designation for the PNC bank building on H Street NE. 
The committee reported on HPRB actions approving the Anacostia Historic District boundary expansion; acting on a request to demolish an existing shed and to build an accessory dwelling unit at 152 11th Street SE; and acting on a request to enclose a dogleg at 626 Lexington Avenue NE.  

The Board discussed the possibility of proposing the Eastern High School building for historic preservation status.  President Beth Purcell agreed to explore government interest.  Chuck Burger will explore contacts in the school community.
Community Outreach: Elizabeth Nelson

CHRS had a table and giveaways at Hilloween.  Bead stringing was omitted due to COVID.
Development Committee: Monte Edwards

Monte Edwards gave an update on Reservation 13, raising the issue of a proposed land trust for property development. He requested Board authorization to ask for more information on behalf of CHRS. The Board unanimously granted the authorization.

Membership Committee: Maygene Daniels
Maygene Daniels reported that membership increased slighted from 246 to 250.

Chuck Burger moved approval of the report.  Jim Thackaberry seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.  

Zoning Committee: Beth Hague

The Committee reported that one case was under consideration, which would be reported on at a future meeting.
Ad Hoc Membership Committee:  Chuck Burger

In keeping with earlier discussion, the “Do it Now” subcommittee headed by Angie Schmidt presented its recommendations.

1 The committee asked Board members to submit to the President resumes and information on skill sets that might be useful to the Board.  Many have done so. These should be gathered, summarized, and made available to the Board for reference.  

2 The committee proposed that a folder for Board documents be created on Google drive.  Board resumes might be appropriately placed there.

3 The committee proposed that decisions should be made on points made in Jackie Krieger’s paper on improving the CHRS “Member Value Proposition” in response to the Spark Consulting membership report.   Options include the privilege of advance event sign-ups, reduced ticket prices, and member-only activities.  A member paywall for website access was considered and recommended against. On-going action is required.
4 The committee asked that chairs of committees familiarize themselves with committee tasks, confirm their continued involvement and report committee members for Board vote. It was noted that the Bylaws state (6.2.B) “The chairperson and director members of any committees shall be appointed and removed by a majority vote of the Board.”   Beth Purcell noted that the Board had last taken a vote of committees in 2019.
Following are committees listed on the CHRS website: 

Standing Committees

Budget and Administration: Nick Albert

City Planning: Monte Edwards

Community Development: Chuck Burger

Community Relations: Elizabeth Nelson

Communications: Karine Semple

Environment: Joanna Kendig

Historic Preservation: Beth Purcell


Members: Joanna Kendig, Alison Ross, Drury Talent, Jim Thackaberry

House and Garden Tour: Elizabeth Nelson

Members: Fynnette Eaton, Joanna Kendig, Nancy Metzger, Beth Purcell, Angie Schmidt, Heather Schoell

Membership: Maygene Daniels

Public Safety: Undine Nash

Zoning: Beth Hague


Members: Nick Alberti, Chuck Burger, Gary Peterson, Brian Alcorn

Other Committees:

Public Space: Steve Kehoe

Beyond the Boundaries: Beth Purcell

Endowment: John Shages

Members: Beth Purcell, Nick Alberti, Ray Prince, Elizabeth Nelson, Monte Edwards, Steve Daniels.

Grants: Larry Pearl
Date for next Board meeting:

The Board’s next meeting will be in person at the NE Branch Library on Wednesday December 15, 2021, at 7:30 pm.
Jim Thackaberry moved to adjourn the meeting. Joanna Kendig seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.
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